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of flu that could overwhelm all of the 
available responses and resources that 
we could have at our disposal in this 
country. Every hospital bed filled. 
Think in terms of nearly 2 million 
deaths in this country from a pan-
demic. 

The virus under consideration, H5N1, 
actually has some similarities with the 
Spanish flu that caused the big pan-
demic in 1918. Both of these illnesses 
cause lower respiratory tract symp-
toms, high fever, myalgias, prostration 
and a postviral weakness that could 
last from 4 to 6 weeks. 

The virus primarily replicates in 
bronchial tissue. It may cause a pri-
mary or secondary pneumonia. The 
pulmonary tree is unable to clear itself 
of secretions and debris. The vast ma-
jority of people could recover, but 
there is significant potential to kill, 
and it is related to the virulence of the 
virus. 

Currently we talk about the 1918 
Spanish flu. That was a pure avian or 
bird flu, which then adapted to humans 
with fulminant infections as a result. 
There is currently a widespread bird in-
fection throughout Asia, Russia, sev-
eral former Soviet republics and 
Southeast Asia, and recently we have 
seen it make an appearance in Euro-
pean Union countries. 

The virus has jumped species. What 
began purely as a presence in avian 
populations is now present in canines 
and felines. Person-to-person trans-
mission has occurred. 

Because of the presence in birds, mi-
gratory flyways facilitate distribution 
of the illness, and, of course, modern 
worldwide travel imposes additional 
concerns, as we saw with the SARS epi-
demic 2 years ago. 

The steps to a pandemic include: 
Number one, the virus in a widespread 
host such as birds; number 2, a wide ge-
ographic setting with involvement of 
other mammals; number 3, bird-to- 
human transmission; number 4, ineffi-
cient human-to-human transmission; 
and, number 5, efficient human-to- 
human transmission. 

Steps 1 through 4 have already oc-
curred since avian influenza first ap-
peared in 1997. It is the last step, effi-
cient human-to-human transmission, 
which to date has not occurred. This 
will require further genetic mutation 
of the virus, but if that event does 
occur, that is what will mark the com-
mencement of a worldwide pandemic. 

It is entirely possible that the muta-
tion will not occur. It is also entirely 
possible that efficient human-to- 
human transmission will never be de-
veloped and the pandemic will not 
occur. The situation is very unpredict-
able, but because of the extremely wide 
geographic distribution of the avian 
flu, unlike any ever seen previously be-
fore, it is prudent to prepare for the 
outbreak in humans. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 
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TRIBUTE TO ROSA PARKS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Rosa Parks, 
who died yesterday at the age of 92. 

Some 50 years ago, Mrs. Parks took a 
stand for freedom by sitting down. She 
refused to give up her seat on a city 
bus to a white man. Mrs. Parks was ar-
rested and convicted of violating Ala-
bama’s segregation laws. Her actions 
sparked the Montgomery bus boycott 
and toppled the Jim Crow law under 
which she had been convicted. 

Mrs. Parks was not seeking atten-
tion, was not trying to become a sym-
bol at that moment of the civil rights 
movement. But by taking a stand 
against racial inequality, her arrest 
personalized the injustice to Ameri-
cans of faith and strong belief, of all 
races, and personalized the humiliation 
of segregation laws. 

b 2000 

Rosa Parks’ courage and active defi-
ance ignited the civil rights movement. 
Her understanding of equality and 
commitment to justice made her a gift-
ed leader of that movement. 

Today we mourn the loss of Mrs. 
Parks. We honor her personal strength, 
her determination, as a civil rights 
leader and her vision of a Nation where 
freedom is denied to no man and to no 
woman. The memory of Rosa Parks in-
spires the fight for social and economic 
justice. 
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RED RIBBON WEEK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SODREL). Under a previous order of the 
House, the gentleman from Indiana 
(Mr. SOUDER) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. SOUDER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
my colleagues in the entire House 
today for adopting H. Res. 485, sup-
porting the goals of Red Ribbon Week. 
Red Ribbon Week, which is this week, 
helps bring together local communities 
for anti-drug abuse education and 
other prevention efforts. I would like 
to thank all the members who cospon-
sored this resolution, and Chairman 
JOE BARTON of the Energy and Com-
merce Committee, and Chairman NA-
THAN DEAL of the Health Sub-
committee for their assistance in 
bringing it before the whole House. Re-
grettably, as this resolution was added 
to the schedule only last night, I was 
in my Congressional district and was 
unable to be on the House floor today 
to express my support for my own bill. 

However, I am very pleased that we 
were able to pass Red Ribbon Week. 
Twenty years ago, in March 1985, Spe-
cial Agent Enrique Camarena of the 

Drug Enforcement Agency, DEA, was 
kidnapped, tortured and murdered by 
drug dealers in Mexico. Red Ribbon 
Week began as a local commemorative 
effort Agent Camarena’s hometown of 
Calexico, California. Congressman 
DUNCAN HUNTER and Camarena’s high 
school friend, Henry Lozano, created 
the Camarena Club to preserve the 
agent’s legacy. The National Family 
Partnership later formalized Red Rib-
bon Week as a national campaign, an 8- 
day event proclaimed by the U.S. Con-
gress and chaired by then President 
and Mrs. Ronald Reagan. 

Red Ribbon Week is dedicated to 
helping preserve Agent Camarena’s 
memory and further the cause for 
which he gave his life, the fight against 
the violence of drug crime and the mis-
ery of addiction. By gathering together 
in special events and wearing a red rib-
bon during the last week in October, 
Americans from all walks of life dem-
onstrate their opposition to drugs. 
Such events include organizing drug 
prevention events and schools distrib-
uting educational materials to young 
people about the dangers of drug abuse 
and other activities designed to pro-
mote healthy choices. Approximately 
80 million people participate in Red 
Ribbon events each year. 

I would also like to use this oppor-
tunity to urge that our leadership soon 
act on anti-methamphetamine legisla-
tion, legislation with broad bipartisan 
support. I hope that after this legisla-
tion is passed, it is then applied to the 
Commerce, State, Justice appropria-
tions bill and any other appropriate ap-
propriations bill that we have not yet 
passed, rather than languishing with a 
few hundred bills over in the other 
body. We need results, not just more 
posturing, not just talk, actual money 
and actual policy in the fight against 
methamphetamines. 

I hope the appropriations conference 
committees do not undo the will of the 
House, as we added methamphetamine 
funding in a number of appropriations 
bills, including adding $25 million to 
the national ad campaign specifically 
designed for methamphetamine preven-
tion, not a reallocation of other com-
mittee money. We had an offset, it was 
money specifically in the ad campaign 
for anti-methamphetamine adver-
tising. 

Also, that this $25 million not be di-
verted to other types, on marijuana 
and other issues, it is for methamphet-
amine advertising. It is very impor-
tant, it was bipartisan and it was over-
whelming. We need to do these things. 
We have not had a lot of bipartisanship 
in this House, but in this battle against 
methamphetamines, we have that. 

The same on steroids. I have been a 
long-suffering White Sox fan for over 50 
years at this point in my life. I am 
thrilled they are in the World Series. 
This is a time that we should move the 
ONDCP, the so-called drug czar bill 
through, which has been held up be-
cause even though it passed unani-
mously through the committee, which 
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